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Sue Hunter
Underpainting for Pastels

Attend the April 17 Arizona
Artists Guild meeting and enjoy
Sue Hunter’s presentation
Underpainting for Pastels.

Learn how to give your pastels
greater punch by starting with a
textured underpainting that can
give your work a fascinating
appearance, while still remaining
a “pure pastel” medium.

Although Sue was born in the
South, she thinks of Arizona as
home.The lovely desert 
colors, wide open spaces, and
diverse landscapes of the 
southwest provide her with 
endless subject matter for her
paintings. Color is an important
aspect of Sue’s art which is
reflected in her impressionistic
style. Her subjects include 
landscapes, still lifes, portraits,
and animals.

“I try to put into my paintings
the emotions I feel using color,
light, and shadow effects to 
create design,” says Sue.

Shemer Spring Exhibition Award Winners
The 2007 Shemer Spring juried exhibition featured fascinating works all tied to the
theme of Serenity. It was refreshing to see that many members’ ideas of “serenity”
include vibrant color and nature.

“I was impressed with the great variety of media, themes, and techniques used by the
members of the Arizona Artists’ Guild for this exhibition at Shemer,” said exhibition
juror Mary Hirsch, Education Director of the Scottsdale Artists School. “AAG is 
clearly an organization with a lot of creativity and it is an asset to Arizona’s art 
community!”

Best of Show
Ardelle Antonelli for her watercolor “Dahlias”

Award of Excellence (First prize)
Tom Herbert for “Cold Morning Frigates”

Award of Merit (Second prize)
Ed Browne for his acrylic painting of desert plants and animals “Sonoran Spring”

Juror Award (Third prize)
Linda Grim for her watercolor “Woman in Blue”

Honorable mention
Audrey Van Kirk for her collograph “In a Gadda da Vida”

Merchant Awards:
Arizona Art Supply: Sue Hunter for her pastel “White Flowering Bush”
Scottsdale Artists' School: Laetitia Borden for her pastel landscape “French Hills”

www.arizonaartistsguild.org  •  602-944-9713

Sue Hunter Conducts April 17 Critique
Join Sue Hunter at the upcoming AAG meeting on April 17 at 6 p.m. as she 
conducts the pre-meeting critique of in-progress pieces brought in by members.

Sue is a consistent award winner in juried exhibitions and her work is included in
many private and public collections. She is a juried member of Arizona Artists Guild,
Arizona Watercolor Association, and the Degas Pastel Society. She teaches classes in 
watercolor, acrylic, oil, and pastel at Paradise Valley Community College, Shemer Art
Center,West Valley Art Museum, and the Terravita Art Club. Sue also does painting
demonstrations at various art groups and judges art shows.

Sue graduated from Western International University and has studied art at Scottsdale
Artists School, Scottsdale Community College, with local art instructors, and has
attended numerous workshops locally and in Europe. She is represented by Raku
Gallery in Jerome, the Sedona Art Center, and the Living Gallery in Ashland, Ore.

“Cluster of Roses” by Sue Hunter
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Newsletter Submissions
The deadline for newsletter submissions,
articles, or advertising, is the 20th of the
month preceding the newsletter date. No
handwritten or phone submissions please.
All submissions are at the discretion of the
editor. E-mail submissions to Jill Brownley 
at jillbrownley@luminatadesign.org. Please
e-mail and address changes to Judy Lawson
at judylawsonart@cox.net.

I sincerely thank all volunteers for their contribution of time and great ideas in
helping the AAG continue to thrive.We still have openings for several positions,
starting May 2007, or sooner. Current chairpersons will train and support you,
until you’re comfortable. It’s a great way to build your career, skills, and 
contribute to the oldest and largest non-profit art organization in Arizona.
Open positions include:

• Membership Chair & Co-Chair: Produce and print directory and updates;
maintain membership database; distribute membership forms; help to
increase membership. Learn, then take over from Judy Lawson.

• E-mail Blast Coordinator: Use our “e-blast system” to send regular e-mail
alerts to members. Learn, then take over from Ruth Knowles.

• Advertising Coordinator: Contact, track, and invoice newsletter and Web
site advertisers; liaison with newsletter & Web site managers.

• Web Oversight Manager: Seasoned AAG member to take over from 
Ruth Knowles:Work with Web master and committee chairs to assure 
Web site is kept current and “user-friendly,” to promote new membership,
opportunities, services, and advertising.

Interested? Please contact Linda Haas via phone at 602-375-9680 or by 
e-mail at lindath821@aol.com.

I look forward to seeing you April 17 for the last meeting of the season, featuring
long-time AAG member and art educator Sue Hunter. Sue will host the 
pre-meeting critique and share her presentation Underpainting for Pastels.

Also at the April 17 meeting, attendees will vote for one of the season’s six
Artists of the Month, to become our first annual Artist of the Year.

Mark your calendars for our annual end-of-season party on Saturday, May 5.
All AAG members are invited to my home (near 7th Street and Thunderbird).
In addition to more “group-painting fun,” wine, and lots of camaraderie, we’ll
have our Historical Albums on display, and officially welcome our new and 
continuing board and committee members.We’ll also present several awards,
including our first annual Artist of the Year and our newest addition to the 
AAG Hall of Fame, Gerry Grout. It’s a potluck party, so please contact
Kathy Rose (623-933-2899 or k.rose@cox.net) for directions and to let us
know what you’re bringing.

We’re closer than ever to making our new building a reality, with groundbreaking
anticipated this summer.Thanks in advance for your additional contributions to
the Building Fund - we’re still just a bit short of our
financial goals. Look for more news on the project
on our Web site over the summer.

Best regards,

Vicki Lev
President of Arizona Artists Guild

President
Message from the
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Prize of a number of other AKC and
UKC exhibitions including most 
recently the Texas Bulldog Club. She
will be featured in the Rescue a Golden
of Arizona Wine and Cheese tasting 
on April 1.

Norma Cox Miller was awarded
First Place for her “Red Rock Waterfall”
in the mixed media category of the
Sedona Art Center’s juried exhibition.
She also had a watermedia painting
titled “View from the Trail” accepted in
the Aqueous XX11 National exhibition
in Tubac, and two paintings in the
Peoria Celebration of Art Exhibition.

Nancy Christy-Moore received an
Honorable Mention for her painting
“Golden Runners” at the Peoria 2007
Celebration of Art Exhibition.

Audrey Van Kirk has her prints
showing at the Peoria Celebration of
Art Exhibition and the Avondale Spring
Exhibition.

Linda Haas has her work showing at
the Avondale Spring Art Exhibition, as
well as the Peoria Celebration of Art
Exhibition, where she won an
Honorable Mention for one of her
prints.

Kathy Rose’s current works in digital
photography can be viewed through
the month of May at the Integrated
Medical Plaza of Scottsdale.

Susan Volk Stanley was juried into
the Texas OPA National Show in May.

Vanguard Artists and the Sun City
Grand Art Club will team up at La
Solana Condos in Sun City Grand on
Tuesday, April 10, for an outdoor 
exhibit. Participating AAG members are
Norma Miller, Barb Lang,
Woodard Mackie, Arlen Madole,
Patty Potter, Susan Roper, and
Ann Stubenrauch.

Mickey Daniels had a painting
accepted in the 32nd Annual Exhibition
of the Western Federation of
Watercolor Societies in Arvada, Colo.,

Meg Harper, along with Pam Smyth
and CJ Rider, president of the Mesa
Arts League, are co-directing the
Studio T Gallery in downtown Mesa
and showing their work exclusively.
Meg currently has 16 paintings on 
display. For more information visit
www.studiotgallery.com.

Ruth Knowles will show five 
paintings as part of a summer group
exhibition in Vision Gallery, 80 S. San
Marcos, Chandler beginning May 12
through July. Part of the proceeds 
from sales benefit the non-profit 
gallery program Kidz Art. Call 
480-917-6999 for more information.

Susan J. Lobert is currently showing
her watercolor paintings at Sera’s
Moon Art Gallery in the Los Portales
Building in Carefree, Ariz.

Mary Santos’Watercolor, “His Royal
Majesty, the Lion Dog” was juried into
the AWA Spring Exhibition in
Scottsdale opening in April; had three
watercolor paintings juried into the
Exhibit of Nine Artists sponsored by
the West Valley Arts Council in January;
has three paintings juried into the 
current AAA Revolving Exhibition in
Avondale; and the city of Avondale has
purchased her abstract, “Creative
Journey: A Fire in the Soul!”
Additionally, her pastel camel “Sunday
Brunchin’,” won Honorable Mention
with the APAA Spring Exhibit.
Currently she has five paintings 
hanging at Ameriprise in Arrowhead
through ALW.

Jesse Drake is showing six large
acrylic landscapes at Avondale City Hall
lobby until April 23. All of these 
paintings are images of boulders and
water from the Arizona Wilderness
Areas, part of the National Wilderness
Preservation System.

Debra Jones was recently named
“Official Painter of the French Brittany
Gun Dog Assn. of America” at their
national convention in Casa Grande in
March. Her work has been the Grand

June 1 through November 11. Her
work was also accepted in the AWA
Spring Exhibition at the Hope
Community Church in Scottsdale 
April 11 to May 13. Her paintings are
also included in Betsy Dillard Stroud’s
new book The Artist’s Muse published
by North Light Books, Cincinnati, Ohio.

“Shimmers Amid Aquatic Jewels” by
Suzanne Tyson was accepted into
the 2007 AWA Spring Exhibition.

Rosemary Holusha has been 
chosen to participate in the Herberger
Art Gallery exhibition Layers of
Meaning which will be on display April
6 to June 28, 2007.

Judy Lawson had two paintings
accepted into the Glendale Arts
Council’s Juried Fine Arts Competition
at Sahuaro Ranch Park.The exhibition
will hang March 28 through April 15 in
the Fruit-Packing House in the Park at
59th Ave. and Mountain View Road.
Judy also has several paintings on 
exhibit at the Mother Lode Gallery 
in Cave Creek with the Studio VII 
artists who are also AAG members:
Betsy Aguirre, Diane Bykowski,
Sheila Eastman, Sue Hunter, and
Kathi Nardi.

Mary Santos’ watercolor paintng
“Tripled Ruffled Royalty” received
Second Place at Sahuaro Ranch
Exhibition Reception and was 
purchased by the Glendale Arts
Council.

Norman Wilson's paintings were
juried into three Valley shows: a collage
titled “Time Piece” was accepted in the
AAG Exhibition; a watercolor titled
“Soaring Spirits” is in the AWA 
exhibition; and and two watermedia
paintings, “Monday” and “Dusky
Shadows” were both juried in and sold
at the Glendale Arts Council Exhibition.

Ed Browne was juried into the
Glendale Arts Council Juried Fine Arts
Competition, and won first place in the
acrylics category.

Who’s showingWhere...
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Membership News
It’s time to think about renewing your membership for
2007-08! Toward the end of the month you will get a
renewal form in the mail. Dues are $40 if postmarked
before May 1. After that, a $10 late fee is added. A renewal
form is also included in this month’s newsletter. Mail 
your check and renewal form to AAG c/o C. Bonstelle,
3437 E. Dunlap Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85208. Remember, to
keep your Juried status, you must renew annually.

We have ten new members, one renewing member, and
five scholarship recipients to welcome to our group!
Please welcome Sandi Ciaramitaro, Betty Daily,
Thomas Denny, Lucy Dickens, Linda Grim, Mary
Jane Johnson, Joni Pless, Ralph Sellers, Mary Shaw,
Tori Smith, and Kathy Weiler. Congrats to our
Scholarship Members: Lisa Corine Von Coch, Nick
DeFord, Adil Rahee, Lauren McAdams, and
Kjellgren Alkire. Our group is now 372 strong. New
members can join us for the remainder of the year for
only $20. Download the membership form from the Web
site - located on the side menu bar “Join/Renew.”

Congratulations to Neal Crozier who achieved Juried
Member status with his acceptance “Guzhou Canal, China”
into the Spring show at the Shemer.

If you are not yet receiving AAG e-Blasts, go to our Web
site and click on the orange “Subscribe to e-mail blast”
located in the left column.Then just follow the onscreen
prompts for the remaining steps.

Contact me if you have any questions, or changes to your
contact information or member status.

Gerry Grout Inducted into the
AAG Hall of Fame
Congratulations to Gerry Grout, recently voted by
AAG’s Board of Directors to become a Life Member and
added to our AAG Hall of Fame. Our sincere thanks go to
Gerry for her past participation on the Board of Directors
and particularly for her continued generosity and financial
support.We will formally welcome Gerry as a Life
Member at our end-of-season party on May 5, 2007.

Julie Gilbert Pollard offering classes/workshops:
Mountain Artists Guild in Prescott-Oil over Water-Media-June 12-14 from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Open to non-members-members $125-non-members $170.00. Also
artist demo at meeting on May 17. Call 928-445-2510 for more information.

Shemer Art Center-Plein Air Painting in Sedona-Wednesday, April 25-all day in
Sedona -Saturday, April 28 and May 5, 2007-9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Shemer studio to
"finish up"-call 602-262-4727.

Cynthia’s Art Asylum - Water-media and Oil - you can do either or both or even
acrylic-where each student works on individual projects, getting one-on-one
assistance as needed plus demos and critique - Tuesday evenings from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. - call 623-849-2504.

Call Julie at 623-849-2504 for more information on all classes and workshops or
email JulieGilbertPollard@cox.net or visit www.JulieGilbertPollard.com for a class
and workshop posting.

Judy Lawson
V.P. Membership 
623-486-1045 or judylawsonart@cox.net

Artist Acknowledgements
Page 4: Bob Underdown, Heather Green, and
Charlie Rosenthal of the RUG Group

Page 5: “Change Ahead” (detail) by Ruth Knowles

Page 6: “Tripled Ruffled Royalty” by Mary Santos

Page 7: “Celestial Orbit” by Bob Underdown



Congratulations to artist Betty Daily, AAG’s March
2007 Artist of the Month with her watercolor “Rustling
Beauties.” Ralph Sellers won second place with his
watercolor painting “Orangatan.”

This has become a very popular feature at our 
meetings, and the honor of winning this competition
looks very good
in an artist’s bio
when submitting
artwork in 
exhibitions.
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Artist of the Year Competition
April will be the last meeting of the AAG this year.The
Artist of the Month competition now becomes the Artist of
the Year competition. Only those artists whose works won
an Artist of the Month are now eligible to compete for 
designation as Artist of the Year.

The six monthly winners must bring their winning entry for
this competition to the April meeting. In the event that the
particular piece has been sold, and can't be borrowed back
for this competition, then the artist may substitute another
piece in lieu of the winning piece. Only if the original piece
is NOT available for this competition, then the artist may
make this substitution. No other reason will be allowed.

The winning artist will be awarded a blue ribbon 
designating Artist of the Year. All other rules of the 
competition remain the same as those used for Artist 
of the Month. Best of luck to all Artist of the Month
recipients!

Betty Daily, March 2007 Artist of the Month, with her
watercolor painting “Rustling Beauties.” Ralph Sellers, Second

Place Winner for March
Artist of the Month, with

his watercolor painting
“Orangatan.”

Betty Daily Wins March 2007 Artist of the Month

Artist of the Month winners are
to bring their winning works
of art to the April 17 meeting
for participation in the Artist
of the Year competition.

All AAG members are 
welcome to bring in any
work in progress for
critiquing by Sue Hunter 
and for group discussion at
the upcoming AAG meeting
on April 17.



New Art School to Open in Scottsdale
For many years, fine artists in Arizona have needed a place where they could attend workshops and classes that were 
flexible.The need will be answered with the opening of THE STUDIO on Shea.The school has the generous support
and sponsorship of Arizona Art Supply and will open in the Plaza where the Scottsdale store is located, just a couple of
doors down.

THE STUDIO will offer classes seven days a week.The hours will be 10 a.m. until 9 p.m. Monday through Saturday and on
Sunday from 11 a.m. until 6 p.m. Katherine Kurgan, who many AAG members know as the manager of the Scottsdale 
location of Arizona Art Supply, is opening THE STUDIO.

“I have some fabulous instructors lined up, including some select artists currently participating in the Celebration of Fine
Arts and Art Expo,” said Kurgan. “I am still interested in talking with additional prospective instructors for the school, as
there are many classrooms available each day. Each instructor will receive 75 percent of their class tuition fees PLUS a 30
percent discount on their supplies at Arizona Art Supply.”

Contact Katherine Kurgan via phone at 480-991-2123 or 480-636-9103, or via e-mail KatKurgan@cox.net if you have
questions regarding workshops or classes, or are interested in becoming an instructor at THE STUDIO on Shea.
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Alternative Exhibition Spaces
By Jill A. Brownley

Most artists strive for commercial acceptance and success.
There are several paths to achieving those goals, commercial
galleries being one of them. But if you’re having difficulty
breaking into a commercial gallery or if you feel you might
not be ready for one yet, there are many alternative spaces
that you may want to consider.

Basically, any wall is a potential exhibition space. Some of
these alternative spaces include libraries, cafes, restaurants,
coffee shops, wine shops, hair salons, spas, fitness clubs,
dance studios, record stores, bank lobbies, or churches.

Do some research.Visit different businesses in your area
and notice if they have artwork hanging. If they have
revolving exhibits, ask to speak to the person in charge of
the artwork. Ask about submission guidelines and if they
prefer to see slides, a CD, your Web site, or actual work.

Be prepared. Carry a packet of information—brochure
with your bio, business cards, CDs—with you to leave
behind if the opportunity arises.

Approach businesses that relate to your work. If
you paint floral still lifes, you might approach a flower shop
or a botanical garden. Figurative work might lend itself to a
day spa. Landscapes from your trip to Italy would look
great in an Italian restaurant. Asian-inspired work might
appeal to the owners of a sushi restaurant. Photographs of
dancers in a dance studio.You get the idea.

Trust your instincts. If a business owner seems 
untrustworthy, tell them thanks anyway.Work out the 
sales details ahead of time – if they handle sales, they will
usually take a commission. If they don’t want to deal with
sales, interested patrons can contact you directly.

Find out what the venue will provide. Some 
restaurants or shops might already have receptions and PR
in place. But others might leave that all up to you. If so,
then you'll need to decide how you want to market the
show. Consider writing a press release and sending out
postcards to promote the show.

Have contact info available during your show. Hang
an artist’s statement if possible. Leave a stack of business
cards or brochures.

Think of the venue as an opportunity to show, not
to sell. If you look at it as a way to show your work to
people who wouldn’t normally see it, then you’ll have a
good experience. If you expect to sell every piece, then
you might be disappointed.

AAG Nominating Committee
Expresses Appreciation
The Nominating Committee, Linda Haas, Heather
Green, Laura Cohen-Hogan, Sue Hunter, and Vicki
Lev, want to thank all our members who so willingly
agreed to be on the AAG Board for the 2007/2008 season.
We have some new members with some great ideas who
will definitely complement our continuing board members.
We are still looking for a few positions if you can help:
Membership Chair, E-mail Blast Coordinator, Advertising
Coordinator,Web Oversight Manager. Please check Vicki's
President's Message for more details.THANKS AGAIN!

Diane Maxey Watercolor Workshops

7540 N. Lakeside Ln., Paradise Valley, AZ 85253 • 480-951-2723
dmaxey.watercolor@worldnet.att.net • www.DianeMaxey.com

2007
May 14-18 — Johnstown, Pa.

June 20-24 — Virginia City, Nev.

July 16-20 — Vienna,Va.

Sept. 10-14 — Coupeville,Wash.

“Red Paradise”
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12515 W. Rampart Drive
Sun City West,AZ 85375




